Melbourne Koha User Group Meeting

Date: 15th November 2012

Location: Photography Studies College (PSC)

Present: Moyra McAllister (Melbourne Athenaeum Library) – Convenor

Jill Bartholomeusz (Photography Studies College)


Allison Belcher (Melbourne Athenaeum Library)


 Siobhan Foster (Redemptorist Library)


 Emily McLeay (Parkwood Secondary College)


 Pru Mitchell (SCIS - Educations Services Australia)


 Leonie Bourke


 Louise Ryan (Dairy Australia)



Srdjan Jankovic (Catalyst IT, Brisbane)



Sam Than (Harvest Bible College)



Christine Lees (Jessie Street National Women's Library, Sydney)



Gillian Lord (AIFS)



Bob Birchall (Calyx, Sydney)



Irma Birchall (Calyx, Sydney)

Apologies: Adnan Selimanovic (Photography Studies College - Melbourne)


Jenny Saunders (Diabetes Australia - Vic)


Susan Forbes (ACCSP)


Aaron Cook (Melbourne Athenaeum Library)


Michelle Gaca (Heart Foundation)

The meeting commenced at 6.00pm with a welcome from Julie Moss, Managing Director of the PSC

Since there were a large number of new faces, the meeting began with everyone introducing themselves and their organisations.

It was particularly pleasing to have attendees from interstate.   

The following topics were discussed

1. Scan indexes

This feature in Advanced Search allows for a search on the first few letters of an entry, Author, Title, Subject, Keyword – this produces a 'Word Wheel' giving entries beginning with those letters. Useful if you're not sure what terms have been used or how e.g. an author is spelled.

2. Archives

Moyra wanted to know if anyone was using Koha for Archives.  Jessie Street Women's Library are and there is a prototype MARC Framework created by Irma Birchall (from Calyx)

3. Alternative English language

There is an alternative to the current US based English language in Koha.  It has been developed in NZ and the terminology is much more like our usage

eg. 
Catalogue instead of Catalog


Issue and Return instead of Check out and Check in


Members instead of Patrons   etc.

It is invoked from the bottom left hand corner of the screen

4. Reports

It is possible to create many different reports in Koha.  If you create your own it is advisable to annotate them to indicate their function.  Many reports created by the Koha community can be reached from the Reports page by clicking on the Koha Reports Library link.  With suitable editing these can be used in most libraries.

Before the meeting ended Siobhan Foster spoke of her visit, while in Ireland, to a historic Redemptorist Library in Dublin which also uses Koha.  She passed round photographs.

It was agreed that another meeting would be held in April or May next year. Location to be determined.

Thanks were expressed to the Photography Studies College for their hospitality.

The business meeting closed at 7.10 pm and Jill Bartholomeusz conducted a tour of the Photography Studies College Library.

Many of us then continued the discussion over dinner nearby.

